SANSKRIT   AS  KNOWN  OUTSIDE  INDIA.

and his subsequent correspondence "with Anquetil
Diiperron.1 are full of interesting i Materials. Of this
learned missionary we shall have to speak again as
one of the iirst who saw the real bearing of the simi-
larity between the ancient language of India and the
languages of Europe.

Pere Galmette.

One of his eollen gues, the Pere Cairnette, 511 a
letter dated Voneataguhy, in the kingdom of (,Vir-
nata, the 24th of January, 17Mo, in fun us vis >J that
by that thin; the Jesuits hud missionaries who were
nut only well grounded in Sanskrit, but able to
read some portions of the Veda. They we.ro form-
lug an Oriental .library from which, he Bays, they
were beginning to derive great advantages for the
advancement of religion. They drew from this ar-
senal of paganism the weapons which wounded the
i>rahmans most deeply. They possessed their philo-
sophy, their theology, and particularly the four Ved as
winch contain the law of the Prahimtns, and "which
the Indians from time immemorial regarded as their
sac.red books, as books of an irrefragable authority,
and as coming from God himself.

4 From the time that missionaries first went to India,,' he eon-
liwu'H, * it lias always boon thought to be imjiossibhs to iiiul
!liis book which Is so much respected by the Indians. And
indei.ul, we should nuver have succeeded, if we had not had
BrahntaiiH, who are Christians, hidden among them. For how
would they lisivu (.:oniniunii:at<M.l this book to Europeans, and
particularly to the enemies oF their religion, as they do not

1 M(moirc.fi df, fsUtrraturi-. da t'Acnih-mie Hot/ale (lea
toiu. xlix. p, 647*
a Li-tires aiijtanta (1'ann, 1781;, vol. xiii. p. 390.